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TO:    Dr. Robert O’Donnell 
 
FROM:  Vernon Bock and Deirdre Bauer 
 
DATE:   August 3, 2018 
 
RE:   Proposal for year two of SCASD K-5 Pennsylvania Math Initiative  
 
In 2017, we proposed a 5-year plan to engage in-service SCASD elementary (K-5) teachers in a 
customized version of the Pennsylvania Math Initiative (PMI) workshops, and this proposal is 
for the second year of that plan.  The feedback from our third through fifth grade teachers that 
participated in PMI this past year was overwhelmingly positive. 
 
This upcoming school year, 24 teachers from grades K-2 will participate in 6 all-day workshops 
spread throughout the school year.  These workshops will combine attention to pedagogy and 
mathematics content, learned in an environment that models the types of mathematics teaching 
and learning environments that research suggest teachers use in their classrooms.  
 
The workshop facilitators will be Andrew Baxter (Director of PMI and Lecturer in the Math 
department at PSU University Park), Fran Arbaugh (PMI Co-facilitator and Associate Professor 
of Mathematics Education/Curriculum & Supervision in the Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction at PSU University Park) , and Andrea McCloskey (PMI Co-facilitator and Associate 
Professor of Mathematics Education in the Department of Curriculum & Instruction at PSU 
University Park). These three co-facilitators have multiple years of experience with PMI. All 
three teach prospective teachers at Penn State and Dr. Arbaugh maintains a research agenda 
focused on professional opportunities for mathematics teacher learning. Dr. McCloskey conducts 
research on teacher and student learning of fractions and the social contexts of mathematics 
classroom teaching practices. 
 
The total budget for this proposal is not to exceed $41,000 and does include the cost for 
substitute teachers. The funding for this proposal has been reserved in the elementary curriculum 
budget for 2018-19. 

 


